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INTRODUCTION TO THE 





The Quran is God Almighty’s pure and powerful speech. 
Every word in this book is a message from God to the 
universe. The Quranic words are the most powerful and 
enlightening words in human history. It is these words of 
the Quran that are motivating and steering the world 
towards the fastest growing religion, Islam. 


One can read many books available everywhere all 
over the world. But the Quran is a divine book and over 
1.7 billion Muslims respect and read it as a God-gifted 
guidance for their day to day lives. Muslims strongly 
believe that when they are reading the Quran, they are 
directly communicating with the Almighty. 


The Quran is a unique gift of God to humanity. 
The word Quran literally means reading or recitation. The 
Quran is the divine word revealed as such to mankind — in 
“Arabic, pure and clear — and it is all at once a reminder, a 
light, and a miracle.” Almighty God revealed the Quran to 
Prophet Muhammad (s) over a period of 23 years through 
Angel Gabriel (a.s). As soon as he received a revelation, 
the Prophet (s) communicated this to his companions and 
asked them to learn it by heart-in order to recite it during 
the prayers — and also he ordered them to write it down. 
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There are 114 chapters in the Quran, both long and 
short. The verses number about 6,666. To meet the needs 
of recitation, the Quran was divided into 30 chapters. 
These sequences of these parts were finally set under the 
guidance of the Angel Gabriel (a.s). 


The Quran is not like an ordinary book. It is not 
like a book of history with a sequence of events from the 
beginning to the end. Each word of the Quran is like a 
bolt of lightning that manifests the vista, panoramic view 
around it and all the vistas are organically integrated in a 
grand scheme that defies imagination. Each collection of 
words is a ‘Sign’ and is called an Ayah (also pronounced as 
Ayat, meaning ‘Signs’ or Verse). Each verse stands on its 
own, but it is also set in a wider context of the verses 
preceding it or following it, and the social and historical 
times in which it was revealed. It is important, therefore 
to know the context of a verse. All of the “Verses' or 
‘Signs’ are woven together like a diamond studded canvas 
vaulting the heavens from horizon to horizon. Hence 
every word, every verse and every chapter must also be 
viewed in the context of the universal message of the 
Quran that is addressed to all mankind. 


Reciting the Quran five times a day in the prayer 
(Salat or Namaz), reading it at dawn, noon, dusk and 
night, the words of God have travelled over 1,400 years 
across the desert of Arabia to nations across the world. 
The words of God will continue to echo throughout the 


world in their pure and pristine form through centuries to 
come. 


There seems to be the misconception that the 
Quran was scripted by Prophet Muhammad (s). The very 
fact that the Prophet (s) was illiterate, he could not read 
nor write, should dispel this misunderstanding. The words 
in the Quran are divinely ordained. The historical, 


T" 
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scientific and the literary beauty and accuracy of the 
Quran can be attributed only to God, as it is only He who 
can create the magnificent words in this book. Even for a 
person who does not know Arabic, the intonation of the 
Quran casts a magical spell. 


The Quran is addressed to all of humanity; 
transcending all barriers and limitations of race, region or 
time. Further, it seeks to guide man in all walks of life; 
spiritual, temporal, individual and collective. The Quran 
provides direction to help mankind judge between right 
and wrong, truth and false without which, man would 
surely be in loss. 


“The Quran is: A guidance for mankind... and 
the distinction (between right and wrong).” 
(Quran, 2:185) 


The Quran gives a masterly exposition of the fundamental 
truths of religion and a complete scheme of life, namely: 
the Existence and Unity of God and His Divine 
Attributes. 


“And your god is One God. There is no god but 
He, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.” 
( Quran, 2 : 163 ) 


God informs us that He has no partner, no son, no 
equal, and that none has the right to be worshipped 
except Him alone. Nothing is comparable to God and 
none of His creation resembles Him. The Quran also 
rejects the notion of attributing human qualities and 
limitations to God. 


“And worship Allah and associate none with 
Him.” ( Quran, 4 : 36) 
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Since God alone is the only one worthy of worship, 
false deities and false gods must be rejected. The Quran 
also rejects the notion of attributing divine qualities to 
anyone or anything other than God. 


The faith to which the Quran invites is simple and 
straight forward: “La ilaha il Allah; Muhammad Rasool 
Allah.” 


It means: There is none worthy of worship except 
Allah; Muhammad is the Messenger of God. 


The Quran teaches that the purpose of life is to 
worship God alone, and live one’s life according to the way 
of life prescribed by Him. In Islam, worship is a 
comprehensive term that includes all actions and sayings 
(whether private or public) that God commands, God 
loves and is pleased with. 


Numerous verses in the Quran indicate that, 
Almighty Allah has made everything to serve the cause of 
mankind in the Universe. Modern science also proves that 
the ultimate purpose of everything in the world is to serve 
mankind. It is a world where one is for all and all are made 
to serve the one. This is the rule of nature. Accordingly, 
the purpose of the existence of mankind can be nothing 
else but to serve the cause of their Creator. One way of 
fulfilling this obligation is to serve the purpose of Allah’s 
other creations, and of each other’s. This is an act of 
worship, supreme form of which is to establish and 


maintain peace and harmony in nature. On this, the order 
of our Creator is: 


“And do not make mischief on the Earth, after 
we have set it right...” ( Quran, 7 : 56 ) 


The Quran reminds us that everyone will taste 
death and will be held accountable for all their actions, 
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the principles of reward and punishment, the certainty of 
life after death, accountability before Almighty God on 
the Day of Judgment, the existence of Heaven and Hell 
and the truth and necessity of Revelation and so on. 


“We shall set up scales of justice for the Day of 
Judgment, so that not a soul will be dealt with 
unjustly in the least..." ( Quran, 2 1: 47) 


The Quran adopts various ways and methods for 
enabling man to understand the truth. It relates stories, 
parables and invokes testimonies of history to show what 
the right course is and what doomed the nations in the 
past. 


The Quran contains many narratives with 
beneficial lessons, including the true stories of previous 
Prophets such as, Adam (a.s), Noah (a.s), Abraham (a.s), 
Moses (a.s) and Jesus (a.s). Of these stories, God says, 


“Indeed in their stories, there is a lesson for 
men of understanding." ( Quran, 12 : 111) 


The Quran contains many verses which accurately 
describe natural phenomena in various fields such as 
embryology, meteorology, astronomy, geology and 
oceanography. Scientists have found its descriptions 
incredibly accurate and surprisingly precise for a book 
dating back to the seventh century. 


“We shall show them Our Signs in the Universe 
and within their own selves, until it becomes 
clear to them that this is the Truth." 


( Quran, 41: 53) 


In fact, many of the scientific miracles mentioned 
in the Quran have been discovered only recently, through 
the modern advancement of technological equipments. 
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The Quran is a comprehensive code of life dealing 
with each and every aspect and phase of human life. The 
Quran lays down the best of rules relating to international 
conduct, commerce, economics, politics, justice and social 
life, marriage and inheritance of property. It also gives 
penal laws, maintenance laws, divorce laws, civic laws, and 
so on. 


The Quran lays down broad guidelines for 
resolution of human miseries arising from hunger, poverty, 
inequality, injustice, wars, conflicts, over exploitation of 
Nature or fiddling with God's creations and greed etc... 


One of the significant characteristic of the Quran 
is its practicability. It does not promote impractical 
idealism. Nor do its teachings demand the impossible or 
float on a rosy stream of unattainable ideals. The Quran 
accepts man for what he is and exhorts him to become 
what he can be. It does not brand man as a helpless or 
hopeless creature, condemned from birth to death, and 
drowned in sin from womb to tomb, but it portrays him as 
a noble, honorable and dignified being. 


The practicability of the Quranic teachings is 
established by the examples of Prophet Muhammad (s). 
The distinctive approach of the Quran is that its 
instructions are aimed at the general welfare of man and 
are based on the possibilities within his reach. 


In this entire dimension, the Quranic wisdom is 
conclusive. It neither condemns nor tortures the body nor 
does it neglect the soul. It does not attempt to ‘humanize’ 
God nor does it deify man. Everything is carefully placed 
where it belongs in the total scheme of creation. 
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The Quran presents itself as a 
Mirror of the Universe 


The Quran is a revealed book and the written text, is 
made up of “signs” (verses) just as the universe, like a 
text spread out before us, is teeming with signs. When the 
intelligence of the heart and not just analytical 
intelligence reads the Quran and the world, then the two 
texts address and echo each other and each of them 
speaks of the other and of the One God. The signs remind 
us of what it means to be born, to live, to think, to feel, 
and to die. 


The Quran is the book of God encompassing 
knowledge and wisdom for all times and generations. It is 
guidance par excellence, and will continue to guide 
humanity forever; its marvels are never ending. This Book 
was fully capable of guiding the world some fifteen 
hundred years ago, and will continue to guide till the Day 
of Judgment. Many nations will seek and find guidance in 
it according to their need and capacities. Its reservoir of 
wisdom is inexhaustible. This knowledge and wisdom is 
reposed within it by the One God who revealed it, in its 
words, its sequence and its coherence. 


This is not a bland and banal composition that one 
can go through only a few times in order to grasp and fully 
understand it. It is rather more like a goldmine - the 
deeper and harder you dig, the richer is the yield. That is 
why, we have been admonished to read it not just once, 
twice or a few times only, but rather constantly, 
repeatedly and in various manners and amounts, while 
pondering over and contemplating over it. 
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The Quran is the only religious sacred text that has 
been preserved. Nothing has been added, removed or 
modified from it, since its revelation over 1,400 years ago. 


“We have, without doubt, sent down the 
Message; and We will certainly guard it from 
corruption.” ( Quran, 15 : 9 ) 


Not only has the Quran been preserved in written 
form, but also in the hearts of men, children and women. 
Today, millions of people have memorized the Quran from 
cover to cover, thereby eliminating the prospects of any 
tampering. 


This verse uses a powerful image to express the 
spiritual status of the Quran: “If we sent down 
this Quran on a mountain, surely, you would 
have seen it humble itself and split open with 
the fear of Allah. Such are the examples that 
We offer men that they may [deeply] think” 


( Quran, 59 : 21) 


Prophet Muhammad (s) said: ‘All of the prophets 
were given such miracles as inspired people to believe. 
And the miracle that I have been given is the Quran.’ 


The Quran is inimitable in its style, content and 
message. Ever since its revelation, no person has been able 
to produce a single chapter like that of the Quran in its 


beauty, eloquence, splendor, wisdom, prophecies and other 
perfect attributes. 


"And if you are in doubt as to that which We 
have revealed to Our servant, then produce a 
chapter like it and call on your witnesses 
besides Allah if you are truthful.” ( Quran, 2 : 23) 


This challenge remains unanswered to this very day. 
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Revelation 
The Divine Transmission 


The Angel Gabriel (a.s) appeared to Prophet Muhammad 
(s) several times. The Prophet (s) was to report that the 
Angel Gabriel sometimes appeared to him in his angelic 
personality and sometimes as a human being. At other 
times, Muhammad (s) would hear a bell-like sound and 
revelation would come suddenly, requiring of him such 
extreme concentration that he came close to suffocation. 
This last mode was particularly painful, even though at 
the end of the process, he was able to repeat word for 
word the contents of revelation he had received. For 
twenty three years, the Angel Gabriel (a.s) was to 
accompany him and reveal, as the situation warranted, the 
verses and chapters that would ultimately constitute the 
Quran. Revelations were not placed in order of the events 
in the book that was taking shape; they followed an order 
that the Angel Gabriel (a.s) indicated to the Prophet (s). 
Every year, during the month of Ramadan, the Prophet (s) 
would recite to the Angel Gabriel (a.s), all the revelations 
he had received of the Quran so far in the order the angel 
had indicated. This was like a regular verification of the 
contents and form of the Book that was slowly being 
constituted over a period of twenty-three years. 
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Advise to the Students of the Quran 


I. Sound Heart 


The first and foremost prerequisite to reading the Quran 
is a sound heart (Qalb-e-Saleem). A pot must be empty 
before milk can be poured into it. Without a wholesome 
heart, a person's entire effort will prove a fruitless 
exercise. Therefore, the condition of one's heart should be 
pure and straight. The heart must approach the Divine 
Word like a pleading and prayer before it can receive 
wisdom from it. And, when reading the Quran the person 
and the place should be clean. 


II. Sincerity of Intention 


The second requisite for this is the intention of a person 
approaching the Quran; a person should approach the 
Quran only to seek guidance and for no other purpose. He 
must not have any ulterior motive. God has revealed the 
Quran as a book of guidance and has placed an inherent 
desire in every human heart to seek guidance. So when a 
person approaches the Quran seeking guidance, he will 
find such guidance and benefit from it depending on the 
grace of God. 


III. Pondering over the Quran - studying it 
with an open mind and receptive heart 


Seriously pondering upon the Quran and its substance is 
yet another requisite to understand and gain insight into 


its wisdom. The Quran emphasizes this at several places. 
Thus, for instance, it asks: 


u 3۴ ۶1 6 6 ۰ 
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“Will they not then earnestly seek to 
understand the Quran, or are there locks upon 
their hearts?” (Quran, 47 : 24) 


The honorable Companions of Prophet Muhammad 
(s) — the first audience of the Quran - studied and 
pondered over it continuously. Those who were prominent 
among them for their study and contemplation of the 
Quran were highly regarded for their understanding and 
insight into the Quran. Some companions have reported 
that they spent years in understanding the Quran — in one 
case, a full eight years on understanding the second 
chapter, al-Bagarah alone. 


IV. Supplication to God for Guidance and help 


The fourth important requisite to benefit from the Quran 
is that when confronted with any difficulties in the course 
of its study, one should not be discouraged, lose heart or 
think negatively and raise objections. Instead, one should 
refer all such difficulties and problems to God, seeking 
His help and guidance. One is sometimes overwhelmed 
while pondering over the Quran by a sense of an awesome 
“weighty message” that is difficult to bear. Or, sometimes 
one is confronted with a knotty problem that is difficult 
to resolve satisfactorily. When faced with such practical 
and intellectual problems, the best method - a tried and 
trusted method - is to continually supplicate to God for 
help and guidance while continuously studying and trying 
to understand. Reading, understanding the Quran calmly, 
distinctly and slowly, especially in the last hours of the 
night, is particularly useful. A frequent recitation of the 
following supplication, reported in Hadith, {sayings of 
Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him)] is also useful: 
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“O Allah, I am Your servant, the son of Your 
servant and of Your maid-servant! My forelock 
is in Your hands; Your judgment about me 
prevails; and true indeed is Your judgment of 
me. I beseech You - by all Your names, by 
which You named Yourself, or which You 
revealed in Your Book, or which You have 
taught anyone of Your creatures, or which You 
have preferred in the knowledge of the Unseen 
that is with You — to make the Quran the 
sweet spring of freshness and joy in my heart, 
the light of my breast, a healing for my grief 
and a remover of my anguish and distress." 


———EEÉÉEE cae 
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Oneness 
Of GOD 


And your God is One God. 
There is no god but He. 
( Quran, 2 : 163) 


The question of God’s existence has preoccupied the great 
minds for many centuries. Those who believe in God seem 
to agree that the limited, finite human intelligence cannot 
prove the existence of the invisible and intangible, though 
omnipresent, God. Who can illustrate or demonstrate His 
existence to the satisfaction of the curious human mind? 
Those who deny God claim to rely on science, philosophy 
or special theories of knowledge such as theory of 
evolution. Their arguments are sometimes inapplicable, 
sometimes irrelevant, always complex, and often 
incomprchensible. However, existence of God, and his 
being a single entity makes abundant sense for a mature 
and adult mind. Failure to perceive this reality does in no 
way make Him unreal or denial of reality does not make it 
unreal. 


As we look around, we find each family having a 
head of the family, every schools being presided over by a 
Principal, every State being led by a President or Prime 
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Ministers and every City a Mayor or administrator. 
Similarly, there is a producer behind a product, an artist 
behind an artifact. The sight of an object of beauty or 
wonder immediately prompts us to think of its creator. 
By the same token, the vast universe, the flawless canopy 
of the sky held aloft over all of us, the mountains that peg 
the earth, the oceans that bubble with tidal energy, the 
forests that soothe our eyes with their green cover, the 
rivers that snake through the earth, the ceaseless motion 
of the constellation that turns the day into night and vice 
versa, and transfers us constantly from winter to summer 
and back, the evaporation from the oceans that recycles 
the water leading to crops, food and frequently charging 
the sources of energy for the entire humanity and other 
creatures, instantaneously take our minds to a Supreme 
Master at whose behest the entire system functions in a 
systematic manner. 


As a logical conclusion, then, there must be a force 
in action to keep everything in order. Behind this 
beautiful nature, there must be a Great Artist who must 
be planning each piece of the Universe in due measure 
endowing it with some purpose. His artistry and designing 
must be superior to all. The true believers recognize this 
Artist and call Him Allah or God. They call Him God 
because He is the Creator and the Chief Architect of the 
world, the Originator of life and the Provider of all things 
in existence. He is not a man because no man can create 
or make another man. He is not an animal, nor is He a 
plant. He is neither an idol nor is He a statue of any kind 
because none of these things can make itself or create 
anything else. He is not a machine. He is neither the sun 
nor is He the moon or any other star, because these 
objects are themselves subject to orders from someone 


else. He is above all these things, because He is the Maker 
and Keeper of them all. 
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The Maker and Sustainer of the world, the Creator 
of and provider for man, the Active force and Effective 
Power in nature are all one and the same, and that is 
known to be Allah or God. This is the Secret of all secrets 
and the Most Supreme of all beings. The Quran, the True 
Book of God says: 


It is God Who has made the night for you, 
that you may rest therein, and the day to see. 
Verily God is full of Grace and Bounty to men. 
Yet most men give no thanks. Such is God, 
your Lord, the Creator of all things. There is 
no god but He; why then do you turn away 
from Him. Thus are turned away those who 
deny the Signs of God. It is God Who has 
made for you the earth as a resting place and 
the sky as a shelter, and has given you shape, 
made you in the most beautiful shape, and has 
provided for you sustenance of things good and 
pure; such is God your Lord. So glory to God, 
the Lord of the worlds! He is the Living (One); 
there is no god but He: call upon Him, giving 
Him sincere devotion. Praise be to God, Lord 
of the Worlds. ( Quran, 40 : 61 - 65) 


«Tr is God Who has subjected the sea to you, 
that ships may sail through it by His 
commands, that you may seek of His Bounty, 
and that you may be grateful. And He has 
subjected to you, as from Him, all that is in the 
heavens and on earth. Behold; in that there are 
Signs indeed for those who reflect.” 

( Quran, 45 : 12 - 13 ) 


God’s authority and sovereignty is indivisible. He is 
all-powerful and in full control of His creation and 
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creatures. He has not distributed His authority nor has 
compartmentalized the functioning of His universe by 
vesting authority to run sun and moon in someone or 
placing the affairs of the creatures in some other agent. 
Had there been such division of authority and power, 
there would certainly have been utter confusion and chaos 
in the universe and could have robbed the world of the 
efficiency seen now. 


His administration is stupendous. He not only 
sustains us all but has endowed the Nature with such 
bounties that it arranges every single creature to be 
fostered to its perfect shape, size and potential. This not 
only symbolizes His love and care but is also 
demonstrative of His power of administration. The man 
created with such abundant intelligence, reason, wisdom 
and power to infer, deduce, decide and memorise is in 
itself marvel among his creations. 


By His mercy, we gain true knowledge and see the 
real light. Because He is merciful, He creates us in the 
most beautiful shape and provides us with the sun and the 
moon, the land and the sca, the earth and the skies, the 
plants and the animals. He is meticulous in taking care of 
our needs and provided in Nature all that could service 


our life and development and all that behooves our role as 
His viceroy on the earth. 


He has also taken care to guide the human beings 
on the right and righteous path through his messengers 
and books, last of who was Prophet Muhammad, peace be 
upon him, the bearer of the Quran. He also undertook to 
preserve it till the last day of the earth for the 
humanity to be guided all through the periods that were 
to follow the Prophet. He has guaranteed heaven for those . 
who maintained righteousness, promised forgiveness for 
all those who committed sins and repented and warned 
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those who reject. Even those who reject God or His 
Oneness are assured of forgiveness, should they realize 
their erroneous attitude and resolve to come back to God. 


Say: “O My servants who have transgressed 
against their souls! Despair not of the Mercy 
of God: for God forgives all sins: For He is 
Most Forgiving, Most Merciful. Turn to your 
Lord (in repentance) and submit to Him, before 
the penalty comes on you; after that you shall 
not be helped. And follow the Best of the 
courses revealed to you from your Lord, before 
the penalty comes on you - of a sudden while 
you perceive not!” ( Quran, 39 : 53 - 54) 


In return for all these great favors and kindness, 
God does not need anything from us, because He is the 
Needless and the Independent. He does not ask us to pay 
Him back, for we cannot reward Him or value His 
immeasurable favors and mercy. What He commands us 
to do, however, is only to be thankful and appreciative, to 
embody all the good characteristics he has recommended. 
He is the One Who emancipates us from fear and 
superstitions. He does not desire to humiliate us because 
He is the One Who creates us and exalts our ranks above 
all other beings. So whatever rules and prescription He 
passes unto us are designed for our own benefit and good. 


On one occasion, Prophet Muhammad (s) stated, in the 
course of a sermon, that: 


(On the Day of Judgment) “God will take both 
the heavens and the earth in His Hand, and 
will proclaim to all before Him: ‘J am the King; 
I am the Mighty one’: I am the Self = exalted 
one; Where are the people who used to style 
themselves kings upon the earth, those who 
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called themselves mighty, and who were ‘their 
Majesties”? 


Abdullah (r) son of Umar (r) narrates that, while 
Prophet Muhammad (s) was repeating these words, his 
body trembled so much in awe of Almighty God that we 
were really afraid that he (s) might fall from the pulpit. 
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Life 


Life is a brilliant demonstration of God’s wisdom and 
knowledge, a vivid reflection of His art and power. He is 
the Giver and Creator of life. Nothing comes to existence 
by chance, and nobody creates himself or anybody else. 
Life is a dear and cherishable asset and no sensible or 
normal person would like to lose it by choice. Even those 
who feel so desperate and take their lives by committing 
slow suicide, try in the last minute to regain their 
existence and wish to capture a second chance to live. Life 
is given to man by God, and He is the only rightful One to 
take it back; no one else has the right to destroy a life. 
This is why Islam forbids all kinds of suicide and self- 
destruction, and recommends patience and good faith 
when a dear soul passes away. 


When God gives life to man, it is not in vain that 
He endows him with unique qualities and great abilities. 
Nor is it in vain that He charges him with certain 
obligations. God means to help man to fulfill the purpose 
of life and realize the goal of existence. He means to help 
him to learn the creative art of living and enjoy the good 
taste of life according to the Divine guidance. Life is a 
trust from God, and man is a trustee who should handle 
His trust with honesty and skill, with mindfulness of God 





The Message AS 


and with consciousness of responsibility to Him. 


Life may be likened to a journey starting from a 
certain point and ending at a certain destination. It is a 
transitory stage, an introduction to the Eternal Life in the 
Hereafter. In this journey, man is a traveler and should be 
concerned with only what is of use to him in the future 
life. In other words, he should do all the good he can and 
make himself fully prepared to move any minute to 
Eternity. He should consider his life on this earth as a 
chance provided for him to make the best of it while he 
can, because when his time to leave comes, he can never 
delay it for one second, if his term expires, it will be too 
late to do anything about it or extend it. The best use of 
life, therefore, is to live it according to the teachings of 
God and to make it a safe passage to the Future Life of 
Eternity. Because life is so important as a means to an 
ultimate end, Islam has laid down a complete system of 
regulation and principles to show man how to live it, what 
to take and, what to do and what to shun, and so on. All 
men are created by God, and there is no doubt that they 
shall return to Him. In one of his comprehensive 
statements, Prophet Muhammad (s) wisely advised man to 


consider himself a stranger in this life or a traveler passing 
by the world. 
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Li fe after 


HEI 


The Hereafter and the Last Judgement 


Faith in the Hereafter is one of three fundamentals of Islam. 
In the first chapter of the Quran, after Almighty God's 
attributes, the Most-Gracious and the Most Merciful, God 
states that He is the King of the Day of Judgment (Chapter 
1:3). In the third verse of the next chapter, it is stated that 
believers are “..those who have faith in the Unseen...” (Chapter 
2:3) 

This concept of “the Unseen” also includes rising 
from the dead after death, the day of Resurrection, 
paradise and hell, in brief, everything related to the 
Hereafter. Indeed, in the fourth verse of the chapter Al- 
Bagara, in the Ouran, with the words “...they are certain 
about the Hereafter”; the importance of faith in the 
Hereafter is reminded once more. 


The faith in the Hereafter provides strong 
evidence for the sincerity and truthfulness of a Muslim 
believer. One having faith in the Hereafter has already 
reposed unconditional faith in One God, in His Book, the 
Quran; and in His Messenger, Prophet Muhammad (s). 
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Such an individual knows that God has power over all 
things and that His words and promises are true. 
Consequently, he will never have doubts about the 
Hereafter. Before seeing and witnessing these facts, he 
puts his faith in them as if he has already seen them. This 
is the natural consequence of the faith and trust he puts 
in God and the wisdom granted to him. An unshakeable 
faith in the Hereafter, purified of all forms of doubts, 
embraces faith in the existence of God as well as in His 
attributes, as explained in the Quran, and complete trust 
in and submission to Him. 


The verses of the Quran repeatedly express the 
theme of ‘Life after Death’. In the face of people’s 
disbelief and doubt by the non-believers, the Quran 
proffers evidences from resuscitation, revival of nature 
and vegetation out of the dead earth soon after the rains 
wash such a barren land. The Man is constantly urged to 
accord priority to the life in the Hereafter. 


“And verily the Hereafter will be better for you 
than the present.” ( Quran, 93 : 4) 


In reality, the message is meant very clearly not to 
appease doubt and fears about certain death, but to 
impress the minds and hearts of the firm belief that this 
life has a meaning and that to God we shall return. This 
constant reminder indeed conveys the idea of the Last 
Judgment, for which God will establish the balance of 
good and evil to judge what each being has done during his 
earthly life. Thus, awareness of the Last Judgment 
establishes the relationship between the faith in God and 
the need to follow path of righteousness shown by Him. It 
provides the necessary force to bring into action a set of 
morals in the lives of human beings that would have 
otherwise remained ideals on the scriptures. 
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Being with God, being for God, giving one self, 
thus involves “enjoining what is right” (al-maruf) and 
“forbidding what is wrong” (al-munkar); it is opting to 
meet the ethical demands. Being with God necessitates 
changing one’s behavior and deciding to be part of “a 
community inviting to all that is good.” Islam insists on 
the return to God, on His Judgment, on heaven and hell, 
and numerous verses in the Quran associate the meaning 
of life with the Hereafter. 


To Believe or Not To Believe 


The Quran says: 


“To God belongs the Mystery of the heavens and 
the earth. And the Decision of the Hour [of 
Doomsday and the Day of Judgment} is as the 
twinkling of an eye, or even quicker: for God has 
power over all things.” ( Quran, 16: 77) 


All the religions of the world and also modern 
science, believe that the world is going to end, but the 
question remains: How? When we look around at the vast 
skies studded with stars we are tempted to ask: What will 
eventually happen to all this? In the heart of our hearts, 
each one of us is also concerned about his own existence. 
Believers and atheists are equally bothered by this 
thought. Is death the final destination? Or is there 
something beyond it? 


And, there are still many people who find it 
difficult to come to terms with the ‘Life after Death’ and 
the ‘Resurrection.’ For them, this life is the only life and 
there is nothing after death. Ironically, holders of such 
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beliefs try to justify this on the basis of common sense 
and science. In this regard they consider themselves more 
progressive than others, and dub the opponents as old 
fashioned and orthodox. Oddly enough, they never realize 
that disbelief is as old as belief itself. Even while the 
Quran was being revealed, there were those who denied 
Life after Death. Their arguments were no different from 
the ones advanced by the “progressive minds” of today. 


The Quran says: 


“The chiefs of the people do not believe and 
deny the life to come... They say there is no 
other life but this world’s, we die and we live. 
And there is no rising for us from the death...” 
( Quran, 23 : 33 - 37) 


The Quran states that disbelief in the ‘Life after 
Death’ has become fashionable with the rich exploiting 
classes in society. They neither fear God themselves, nor 
do they like others to follow the right path. Without any 
proof, they keep insisting upon their ignorance and wish 
others to follow them in their darkness. 


The Quran, in a very logical manner demolishes 
their irrational stand: 


And he had coined for us a similitude, and has 
forgotten the fact of his creation, saying: who will revive 
these bones when they have rotten away? Say: He will 
revive them who produced them at the first, for He is the 
Knower of every creation. Who has appointed for you fire 
from the green tree, and behold, you kindle from it. 


“Is not He who created the heavens and the 
earth, able to create the life of them? Yes, and 
He is indeed the Supreme Creator, the All- 
Knowing.” ( Quran 36 : 78-81 ) 
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The Quran repeatedly explains the inevitability of 
Life after Death as is urged by the moral consciousness of 
man. Actually the belief in Life after Death is logical 
corollary of the belief in One God. Without the 
accountability the status of God will be rendered 
ceremonial. It will be a god that would be an indifferent 
god: having once created man not concerned with his fate. 
God is just. It would indeed demolish the very moral 
existence of the Human beings on the earth. 


The Quran teaches that the present life is a trial in 
preparation for the next realm of our existence. A day will 
come when the whole universe will be destroyed and 
recreated, and the dead will be resurrected to stand in 


Judgment before God. 


“See you not that God created the heaven and 
the earth in accordance with a Divine purpose? 
He can, if He so wills, do away with you, and 
bring forth an entirely new creation, it is not 
difficult for God.” ( Quran, 14 : 19 - 20) 


The Day of Resurrection will be the beginning of 
another life, one that will be eternal. It is then that every 
person will be fully compensated by God for his or her 
good and evil deeds. 

There has to be a Day of Judgment, when justice 
must be done with everyone, to the rich and the poor, the 
powerful and the weak, the good and the bad, alike. That . 
will be the Resurrection. 


Prophet Muhammad (s) said: 
The first (thing) that will be decided among 


people on the Day of Judgment will pertain to 
bloodshed. 
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Before the great trial and court proceeding, due 
process will be established. All the procedures for a fair 
trial will strictly be followed, records will be presented, 
and witnesses will be called: 


“And the Earth will shine with the Glory of its 
Lord; and the record [of everyone’s deeds] will 
be placed (open): And Prophets and the 
witnesses will be brought forward, and 
Judgment will be passed on all in Justice. And 
they will not be wronged.” ( Quran, 36 : 69 - 70 ) 


Even our eyes, ears, and skin will testify: 


“And (remember) the Day when the enemies of God 
will be gathered together before the Fire, they will 
be marched in ranks. At length, when they reach 
the (fire), their hearing, their sight, and their skins 
will speak up against them, as to (all) their actions. 
And they will say to their skins: Why do you bear 
witness against us?” they will say: “God has made us 
to speak, (He) Who gives speech to everything: And 
He created you for the first time, and to Him you 
are [now] brought back." ( Quran, 41 : 1 - 21) 


They will implore Almighty God to send them 
again to the world so that they would do good, abandoning 
unbelief and polytheism. They will pledge to embrace 
` Islam. However, their pleas will be dismissed outright. 

They were foretold that they would not get another 
chance. They will be destined for eternal disgrace. Angels 
will then drag them to Hell; People with good records will 


be generously rewarded and 
NN SUC SÎ warmly welcomed to the 
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The last proposition of this belief is the existence 
of Paradise and Hell, which is also not impossible. If God 
can make the Sun, the Moon, the Stars and the Earth, 
why should He not be able to make Paradise and Hell? 
When He holds His court and pronounces just judgments, 
rewarding the meritorious and punishing the guilty, there 
must be a place where the meritorious may enjoy their 
reward — honor, happiness and gratification of all kinds — 
and another place where the condemned may feel 
humiliation, pain and misery. 


Majority of the human beings like to live a peaceful 
life, it is only a few mischievous ones who make every 
one’s life difficult. Should they not be hauled up for their 
crimes? What if they escape the accountability in the 
worldly courts? Should they ever be allowed to go 
unpunished? God will punish the tyrants whose crimes are 
beyond count: having committed genocide, created 
corruption in the society, enslaved numerous persons to 
serve their whims etc. 


And also, there are people who commit sins, neglect God 
and indulge in immoral activities, yet they seem to be 
apparently successful in politics or business. And there 
are virtuous and good-minded people, who live in misery 
and pain. This is puzzling and incompatible with the 
justice of God. If the guilty people can escape the 
ordinary man-made laws, worldly courts, unharmed and, in 
addition, be more prosperous, what is, then, left for the 
virtuous people? What will promote the cause of morality 
and goodness? There must be some way to reward 
goodness and arrest evil. If this is not done here on this 
earth - and we know that it is not done regularly or 
immediately — it has to be done some day, and that is 
the ‘Day of Judgment.’ 
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Accountability for the one's deeds is thus the 
essential need of justice. It is the need of the noble, weak 
and the poor, of everyone who is for justice. 


The belief, faith in Life after Death, and the Day 
of Judgment not only guarantees Success in the Hereafter; 
but also makes this world peaceful and happy by making 
individuals most responsible and dutiful in their 
activities, and provides the final relieving answer to many 
complicated problems of our world. 


Prophet Muhammad (s), advised mankind: “Establish your 


contact with God, through constant Remembrance of 
Him.” 


Our ultimate salvation lies in our correct 
relationship with our Creator and the realization that our 
existence and that of the Universe of which we are an 
integral part, is not a purposeless exercise, but we are all 


answerable to the supreme Creator, to whom we are set to 
return finally. 


The questions may be asked, why Almighty God 
should be concerned about the actions of mankind. The 


Quran says: that, it is only for man’s own good. Otherwise 
they are of no use to Him. 


And whosoever struggles, verily struggles for 
his soul. Indeed, God is self sufficient (beyond 
need) of all the worlds.” ( Quran, 29:6) 


The good of our soul in this life and the Life 
Hereafter, lies in our obeying the guidance from God, i.e. 
the Quran and teachings of Prophet Muhammad (s). | 


| Moreover, mankind has a unique position in the 
universe. Everything, without exception is there to serve 
mankind. Look at the sun. It is there to serve mankind 
trees are for him, birds live to give him pleasure and 
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benefit, in fact each and everything, in one way or the 
other, fulfills his purpose. Then what is the purpose of 
man’s existence? 


“He has placed under your authority, what is in 
the heavens, and what is in the earth, all of it is 
from Him, indeed, in that are Signs, for a 
people who think.” ( Quran, 45 : 13) 


A soul develops proportionally to the effort it puts 
in to prove itself worth of the grand status given to him of 
being God's vicegerent on earth. 


“He it is, who has made you, Regents in the 
Earth, So he who disbelieves, His disbelief is on 
his own head...” ( Quran, 35 : 39) 


Life of a faithful servant should be for the pleasure 
of his master. If he ignores, disobeys or rebels, against the 
commands of his master, then there can be nothing for 
him but punishment. The wise people try to know their 
rights and obligations and follow the commands of their 
master; on the other hand, the ill-conceived, mindless, and 
arrogant people ignore all this and live a purposeless life. 


“He grants Wisdom to whom He pleases; and 
he who has received Wisdom, has indeed 
received a boundless gift. But none will grasp 
the Message, except men of understanding.” 

( Quran, 2 : 269 ) 


aa — 
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Index of Quranic Verses 
On Doomsday, 
Life after Death and the Final Judgement 


Subjects Chapters (Verses) 


I. Nature 


1. Doomsday, A Reality 


4(87), 6(135), 15(85), 18(21), 18(98), 22(7), 29(5), 
30(43), 34G), 40(59), 4268), 42(47), 45(26), 45G2), 
51(5), 31(6), 51(8 — 12), 52(7 — 8), 54(46), 560 — 2), 
59(15), 704 -3), 77(7), 56(95), 84(6). 


2. Sudden Occurrence 


6(31), 7(187), 12(107), 22(55), 43(66), 4718), 
21(40), 10(45) 


3. Only Know to God 


20(15), 7(187), 3134), 33(63), 43(85), 53(58), 676.6), 
79(42) 


4. Cataclysmic event 
8(67—68), 54(46) 
5. At the Appointed Hour 
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34/30), 7847), 44140), 54140), 7807, 11104), 
772 — 13) 

6. Signs are Visible 


21), 21(97), 33(63), 42), 5367 ¬ 58), 544), 
70(6-7), 4768) 


II. Purpose 


7. Rejecters are Doomed 
77(15), 77(19, 24, 28, 34, 37, 40, 45, 49), 83010 — 
12), 107(1) 


8. Justice Perfect and Complete 


13(40), 51(6), 78(39), 88(26) 


9. Precursor to Resurrection 


58(6), 64(7), 17651) 


10. Entire Humanity in the Divine Court 


2(148), 2(203), 3(9, 25, 158), 4(87, 172), 5(96, 109), 
6(12), 6(29), 6(51, 62, 72, 128), 7(57), TAN a 
10(4,28), 45(26), 11(7, 18, 103), 14(21), 15(25,36), 
17(49,50,51,98,99), 18(47,99), 19(85), 20(55), 
23(79, 82, 100, 115), 24(64), 25(17), 26(87), 29(57), 
30(11), 34(26,40), 36(32), 36(53), 37(16,17), 40(16), 
42(15), 43(85), 44(40), 45(26,27), 50(44), 51(42,43), 


53(42), 56(47-50), 58(9), 64(9), 67(15- 
7738), 79(23), 80(22), 83(4-5). 765-24), 75(12), 


II. Swift Execution of Trial 


16(77), 31(28), 54(50) 
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III. Objections of Non Believers about 
the Resurrection 

12. Is the Life on Earth all that We live? 
6(29), 2337), 444-35), 454). 


13. Is Resurrection is a Mythological Tale? 


13(5), 17(49-98), 23(35-36. 82-83), 27(67-68), 
32(10), 36(78), 37(16-17, 53), 75.4,5,6), 79 (10-10), 
82(9). 


14. Is it merely a Sorcerer's Belief? 
11(7) 
15. Doubts over meeting God. 
22(5), 4154) 
16. Is Resurrection illogical? 
50(3) 
17. Sure in their Disbelief in the Life Hereafter 


16(38-39) 


IV. Great Events during the Earth’s Doomsday 
18. Blowing of Trumpet to Signal the End 


18(49), 20(102), 23(101), 27(87), 30(25), 36(51-53), 
38(15), 39(68), 50(20)’ 50(42), 69(13), 74(8), 78(18), 
7913-14) 
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19. Earth would explode 


36(51-53), 5049), 547), 10143), 79(13-14), 8244), 
99(6), 10019) 


»0. Mountains Flying like Carded Wool 


18(47), 20(105-107), 2789), 52(10), 56(5-6), 69(14- 
15), 70(9), 72(10), 73(14), 7740), 78(20), 81(3), 
101(5) 


21. Series of earthquakes 
22(1), 56(4), 73(14), 79(6-7), 990) 

22. Sunlight will be folded up. 
81(1) 

23. Pounding of the Earth 
56(4), 69(14), 89(21) 

24. Bursting of the Earth's crust 
84(4,5), 99(2,3) 

25. Emptying of Earth's bosom 
99(4, 5), 86(9), 100(10) 

26. Flattening of the Earth 
18(4), 84(3) 

27. Outpouring Oceans 


81(6), 82(3) 
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28. The Beasts Let Loose 
81(4), 81(5) 

29. An Earth Rendered barren 
18(8) 

30. Blow of Trumpet within Everyone’s Earshot 
20(108), 36(53), 50(41), 54(6) 

31. Final Eclipsing of the Moon 


75(8) 


32. Fusion of Sun and the Moon 


75(9) 
33. Dazzling Play of Light. 





75(7) 


34. Miscarriage of Pregnancies 
22(2), 22(2), 27(87), 39(68), 52(45) 

35. People will be Rendered Unconscious 
2(22) 

36. Scattered Sea of Human Beings 
54(7), 101(4) 

37. Imperceptible Beforehand 


69(1-3), 7784), 82(17-18) 


6 
The Message 3 


V. The Events in the Heaven's Doomsday 


38. The Splitting of Heavens 


25(25), 55(37), 6946), 73(18), 77(9), 789), 82), 
84(1-2) 


39. Disintegration of the Cosmos 
77(8), 81(2), 82(2) 

40. Unveiling of the Heavens 
81(11) 

41. The Heavens will Melt 
70(8), 557) 

42. The Heavens will Tremble 
52(9) 

43. Lhe Heavens Going up in Smoke 


4460), 39(68) 


VI. The New Universe 

44. Heavens and Earth to be rolled together 
21(104), 39(67), 14(48) 

45. Total Destruction before Resurrection 


55(26) 
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VII. The Resurrection and Universal Justice 


46. New Life for Everything 


17(51) 


47. Resurrection, Sole Prerogative of Allah 


53(47) 

48. Rising of People from Graves 
2(28), 2(73,203,259, 260), 6(36), 6(60), 7(14),7(24), 
7(36), 16(21 — 38), 22(5-7,66), 23(16), 26(81 — 87), 
27(65), 30(19,25,40,50,56), 31(28), 36(52 — 79), 


3744), 38(79), 42(9), 58(6 — 18), 64(7), 6745), 
71(18), 72(7), 83(4 — 6), 89(25), 101(9) 


49. Clubbing the Nations Together 


4(7), 18(48), 21804), 30(14), 788), 99(6), 45(28), 
81(7) 


so. New Earth Shining with the Light of the Lord. 





39(69) 


51. Witness with Everyone 


4(41), 28(75), 50(21) 
52. Dawn of Ephemeral Nature of Earthly Life 


10(45), 23(112 — 114), 30(55), 46035), 79140), 
20(104) 


53. Grouped into Blessed and Wretched 


II(105), 30(43) 
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54. Recognising Each Other 


10(45) 


55. Worried about One’s own Fate 


16(11), 80(34 - 36) 
56. Difficult Day for Rejecters 


25(26), 54(8), 7347), 7409 — 10), 76(10) 


57. Rejecters will Carry the Stamp on Foreheads 


55(40-41). 


58. Believers will Have no Fear 


21(103), 27(89), 43(68 — 69) 


59. None else to Share the Burden 


6(164), 1705), 358), 39(7), 538), 82(19) 


60. No Rooms for Excuses 


34(31 — 33), 38(61), 40(47 - 50), 50(27 — 28) 
61. Complete Justice for All Deeds 

21(47), 2(81), 2(110), 7(8 — 

be ee Oe 9), 23(102 — 103), 101(6 
62. No One will be Wronged 


2(272,281), 3(25,161), 4(40 
11(109,112), 16)111(« Ten CET tees 


20(112), 21(47), 23(6 
45(22), 46(19), s 2), 36(54), 39(69), 40(17), 
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True Life begins with Death 


There is a difference between what the believers, who 
spend their lives obeying Allah’s commands, receive in 
return for their obedience, and what the unbelievers, who 
spend their lives chasing their desires, forgetting Allah 
and the Day of Judgment, receive in return for their 
rejection. This difference makes itself known at the 
moment of death. Whereas the angels take the lives of 
believers nicely, they take the unbelievers’ lives in a most 
agonizing manner. The angels greet the believers and give 
them the good tidings of Paradise and gently draw out 
their souls. All believers come face to face with the 
gateway to the eternal life (death), having prepared for it 
throughout their lives, knowing its inevitability. 


On the other hand, the unbelievers meet death 
with overwhelming pangs of regret, having tried to evade 
it all their lives, having known its existence and yet still 
having ignored its reality. The Guards of Hell reach out 
for them, striking their faces and their backs, plucking out 
their souls harshly, which causes much pain, and then send 
them to a humiliating and burning punishment. One verse 
Says: 


If only you could see when the angels take back 
those who did not believe at their death, 
beating their faces and their backs: “Taste the 
punishment of the Burning!” ( Quran, 8 : 50) 
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Those who deny the meeting with Allah have 
lost, so that, when the Hour comes upon them 
suddenly, they will exclaim: “Alas for what we 
neglected there!” They will bear their burdens 
on their backs. How evil is what they bear! 

( Quran, 6 : 31) 


This is why you should accept that the Hereafter is 
a certainty and so prepare accordingly. Only then will your 
actions during this life have a lasting value, and will you 
receive an unequalled return on Earth as well as in the 
Hereafter. This reward will be the hospitality of Paradise, 
where you can have everything that you desire. Remember 
that on the Day of Judgment everybody will be judged 
alone in Allah's presence. Therefore, make the right 
efforts and prepare for death and its aftermath, for you 
will receive exactly what you deserve. However, the 
greatest reward is His good pleasure, for: 


O you-who believe! Heed Allah, and let each 
self look to what it has sent forward for 
tomorrow. Heed Allah. Allah is aware of what 
you do. Do not be like those who forgot Allah 
so He made them forget themselves. Such 
people are the deviators. ( Quran, 59 : 18-19 ) 
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The believers have prepared for this Day all their 
lives, and have prayed to Allah that He may not disgrace 
them, as the following verse indicates: 


[Those who remember Allah say:} “Our Lord, 
give us what You promised us through Your 
Messengers, and do not disgrace us on the Day 
of Resurrection. You do not break Your 
promise." ( Quran, 3 : 194) 


The events of the Day of Judgment increase 
the believers! awe of Allah, but He reveals that 
He will protect them from the evil of that hard 
Day, for: "Iruly We fear from our Lord a 
glowering, calamitous Day." So Allah has 
safeguarded them from the evil of that Day and 
has made them meet with radiance and pure 
Joy. ( Quran, 76 : 10-11) 
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Conclusion 


The final hour and the eternal life that follows are the 
most important realities awaiting people. For this reason, 
this book has stressed the impermanence of this life. 
Nothing on Earth, not your career, marriage, wealth, or 
property, is important enough to waste your eternal life 
pursuing. The only thing worth pursuing and living for is 
Allah’s good pleasure. Allah will begin the eternal life in 
the most spectacular way. Everyone who meets this Day 
will realize that this temporary life has definitely come to 
an end, and will comprehend the Hereafter’s existence 
with certainty. 


Before they meet this Day, every person has to 
remember the hour of the Day of Judgment and what it 
brings, even though they may never have contemplated it. 


You will most certainly encounter this Day, which 
the Qur’an describes in great detail. You will see that all 
of your possessions, even your body, will desert you. And 
then you will be created anew. 


You must use the opportunity given to you by 
Allah to obtain the reward, happiness, and peace awaiting 
you in the Hereafter, which cannot be compared to 
anything on Earth. The only thing that you have to do is 
to believe in Allah and the certainty of the Hereafter and 
be thankful for all the blessings that He gives to you. If 
you do not, you will experience all-pervasive regret in the 
Hereafter, for the Qur’an states that: 
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Those who deny the meeting with Allah have 
lost, so that, when the Hour comes upon them 
suddenly, they will exclaim: “Alas for what we 
neglected there!” They will bear their burdens 
on their backs. How evil is what they bear! 

( Quran, 6 : 31) 


This is why you should accept that the Hereafter is 
a certainty and so prepare accordingly. Only then will your 
actions during this life have a lasting value, and will you 
receive an unequalled return on Earth as well as in the 
Hereafter. This reward will be the hospitality of Paradise, 
where you can have everything that you desire. Remember 
that on the Day of Judgment everybody will be judged 
alone in Allah’s presence. Therefore, make the right 
efforts and prepare for death and its aftermath, for you 
will receive exactly what you deserve. However, the 
greatest reward is His good pleasure, for: 


O you-who believe! Heed Allah, and let each 
self look to what it has sent forward for 
tomorrow. Heed Allah. Allah is aware of what 
you do. Do not be like those who forgot Allah 
so He made them forget themselves. Such 
people are the deviators. ( Quran, 59 : 18-19 ) 
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